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The practice of medicine in the days before the development of anaesthetics could often be a brutal and
painful experience. Many procedures, especially those involving surgery, must have proved almost as
distressing to the doctor as to the patient. Yet in order to cure, the medical practitioner was often required to
inflict pain and the patient to endure it. Some level of detachment has always been required of the doctor and
especially, of the surgeon. It is the construction of this detachment, or dispassion, in early modern England,
with which this work is concerned. The book explores the idea of medical dispassion and shows how
practitioners developed the intellectual, verbal and manual skill of being able to replace passion with
equanimity and distance. As the skill of 'dispassion' became more widespread it was both enthusiastically
promoted and vehemently attacked by scientific and literary writers throughout the early modern period. To
explain why the practice was so controversial and aroused such furor, this study takes into account not only
patterns of medical education and clinical practice but wider debates concerning social, philosophical and
religious ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled With Words and
Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of Medicine in Context)? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Adelina Foreman:

The actual book With Words and Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of
Medicine in Context) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you.
The book With Words and Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of
Medicine in Context) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mary Tobin:

This With Words and Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of Medicine
in Context) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using
great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having With Words and Knives: Learning Medical
Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of Medicine in Context) in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Steven Atkins:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book With
Words and Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern England (History of Medicine in
Context). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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