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A contribution to the methodology of religious studies, this work discusses using comparison to provide
mutual illumination among religious traditions while avoiding the problem of assimilating one tradition to
another.

Comparison is at the heart of religious studies as a discipline and foundational to the field’s methodology. In
this book, Arvind Sharma introduces the term “reciprocal illumination” to describe the mutual enlightenment
that can occur when a comparison is made between one tradition and another, one method and another, or
between a tradition and a method. Developing the concept of reciprocal illumination through historical,
phenomenological, and psychological methods, Sharma demonstrates how to use comparison, while
avoiding the pitfall of treating it as merely raw material for higher order generalizations.

Arvind Sharma is the Birks Professor of Comparative Religion at McGill University. He is the author or
editor of numerous books, including Sleep as a State of Consciousness in Advaita Vedanta and Methodology
in Religious Studies: The Interface with Women's Studies, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Beasley:

Exactly why? Because this Religious Studies and Comparative Methodology: The Case for Reciprocal
Illumination is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kenneth Clark:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Religious Studies and Comparative Methodology: The Case for Reciprocal Illumination your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Religious Studies and
Comparative Methodology: The Case for Reciprocal Illumination giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Leesa Banta:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Religious Studies and Comparative
Methodology: The Case for Reciprocal Illumination is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Edward Sullivan:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Religious Studies and Comparative Methodology: The
Case for Reciprocal Illumination can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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