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The ‘cover-up’ of child sexual abuse by the Catholic Church has been occurring under the pontificate of six
popes since 1922. For 1500 years, the Catholic Church accepted that clergy who sexually abused children
deserved to be stripped of their status as priests and then imprisoned. A series of papal and Council decrees
from the twelfth century required such priests to be dismissed from the priesthood, and then handed over to
the civil authorities for further punishment.That all changed in 1922 when Pope Pius XI issued his decree
Crimen Sollicitationis that created a de facto ‘privilege of clergy’ by imposing the ‘secret of the Holy Office’
on all information obtained through the Church’s canonical investigations. If the State did not know about
these crimes, then there would be no State trials, and the matter could be treated as a purely canonical crime
to be dealt with in secret in the Church courts. Pope Pius XII continued the decree. Pope John XXIII reissued
it in 1962. Pope Paul VI in 1974 extended the reach of ‘pontifical secrecy’ to the allegation itself. Pope John
Paul II confirmed the application of pontifical secrecy in 2001, and in 2010, Benedict XVI even extended it
to allegations about priests sexually abusing intellectually disabled adults. In 2010, Pope Benedict gave a
dispensation to pontifical secrecy to allow reporting to the police where the local civil law required it, that is,
just enough to keep bishops out of jail. Most countries in the world do not have any such reporting laws for
the vast majority of complaints about the sexual abuse of children. Pontifical secrecy, the cornerstone of the
cover up continues. The effect on the lives of children by the imposition of the Church’s Top Secret
classification on clergy sex abuse allegations may not have been so bad if canon law had a decent
disciplinary system to dismiss these priests. The 1983 Code of Canon Law imposed a five year limitation
period which virtually ensured there would be no canonical trials. It required bishops to try to reform these
priests before putting them on trial. When they were on trial, the priest could plead the Vatican ‘Catch 22’
defence—he should not be dismissed because he couldn’t control himself. The Church claims that all of this
has changed. Very little has changed. It has fiddled around the edges of pontifical secrecy and the
disciplinary canons. The Church has been moonwalking.
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From reader reviews:

Meredith Daugherty:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret
and Child Sexual Abuse is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lydia Donaldson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Potiphar's Wife: The
Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuseis the main
one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Molly Marquis:

Precisely why? Because this Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Potiphar's Wife: The Vatican's Secret and Child Sexual Abuse. You can more appealing than now.
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