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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject History Europe - Other Countries - Modern Times, Absolutism,
Industrialization, grade: A, University CEU San Pablo Madrid, language: English, abstract: While we are
generally eager to recognize the importance of medicine and medical discourse in the contemporary world, it
is not always easy to connect the history of medicine with the study of anti-Semitism. Indeed, this topic has
received relatively little attention from scholars. However, I will argue that a closer look at the anti-Semitic
elements of medical discourse is an important and promising enterprise. If we examine the most notorious
manifestation of modern anti-Semitism, the Shoah, we can easily see that it was at least partially prepared
and justified by the authority of medical science. In contemporary post-modern world, academics and
laymen alike often question the objectivity of science and its ability to coherently explain the world, but for
the late 19th and early 20th century Europeans Science was perhaps the highest authority and the main
reference point. Accordingly, when the genocide of the Jews was justified scientifically, it became much
more difficult to resist it. The focus of this paper is on the same region where the Nazi genocide was planned
and carried out (Central Europe) and on the German-language medical discourse (German being arguably the
most important language for European scientific discourse for a long period). However, I will concentrate on
the period that preceded the Nazi rule (late 19th and early 20th centuries) – and for some reasons. As
scholars struggle to comprehend the horrific design of the Holocaust, they come to the understanding that it
is impossible to explain the Nazi genocide without looking at the rise and developments of modern anti-
Semitism in Wilhelmine Germany (even though it is absolutely necessary to differentiate between the two).
This approach was implemented by Shulamit Volkov in her attempt to distinguish “the written matter” and
“the spoken word” as well as by some medical history scholars dealing with continuity/discontinuity debate.
Accordingly, in this paper I will look at fin-de-siècle German-language medical discourse to locate and
analyze anti-Semitic sentiments and critique of Jewish health that were often inherent in it. In particular, I am
interested why (and how) various alleged pathologies of Jewish health were associated with modernity and
capitalist economy. Additionally, I want to trace the influence that fin-de-siècle medical anti-Semitism had in
the later period.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

In other case, little people like to read book Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health:
Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle Medical Discourse. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Modernity, Capitalism and the
Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle Medical Discourse. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

David Boggs:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Modernity,
Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle Medical Discourse
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle
Medical Discourseis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Deanna Stewart:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Modernity, Capitalism and the
Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle Medical Discourse that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-De-Siècle
Medical Discourse become your own personal starter.

Randall Rearick:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their



leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Modernity, Capitalism and the Pathologies of Jewish Health: Anti-Semitic Elements of Fin-
De-Siècle Medical Discourse can make you feel more interested to read.
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