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An overview of Japanese philosophy from the seventh century to the present.

Japanese Philosophy is the first book to assert the existence of a Japanese philosophy prior to Nishida Kitaro
in the early twentieth century. Because of Western military and economic dominance since the seventeenth
century, the cross-cultural comparison of non-Western philosophy has generally gone in one
direction—comparing Chinese, Indian, and other thought systems with Western philosophy. For various
reasons, Japanese scholars did not follow the Chinese lead after 1920 in acknowledging that some of their
own literary tradition should be classified as “philosophy.” In spite of this, the authors argue that it is useful
to compare cultures, and that one way of comparing cultures is to compare their philosophies—and therefore
that it is worth treating certain parts of Japanese literature as philosophy, especially those parts that are
similar to what has long been classified and treated as philosophy in India and China. By doing so, and by
providing an overview of Japanese philosophy from the seventh century to the present, the authors contribute
to a greater cross-cultural understanding between East and West.

“…a skillful interweaving of a large number of strands in the history of ideas. Countless distortions and
roadblocks bedevil Western scholars trying to understand Asian texts and cultures, and only recently have
we begun to get glimpses of the actual history of Asian thought. This is a welcome contribution to this
important work of cross-cultural understanding, and provides a well-informed Western look at the influence
of Chinese and Western philosophy on Japan.” — Richard T. Garner, coeditor of Society and the Individual:
Readings in Political and Social Philosophy

“The book’s intellectual freshness comes from presenting Japanese philosophy as structured by the concerns
of mainline Western philosophy. Because of this it will be one of those books that you can give to your
friends in the philosophy department when they ask, as they always do, whether there is any ‘real’
philosophy in East Asia. It is an engaging work.” — John H. Berthrong, author of Concerning Creativity: A
Comparison of Chu Hsi, Whitehead, and Neville

H. Gene Blocker is Professor of Philosophy at Ohio University. He is the author of Philosophy of Art;
Aesthetics of Primitive Art; and World Philosophy, and coeditor of Contemporary Chinese Aesthetics, with
Zhu Liyuan.

Christopher L. Starling teaches at Kobe Shoin Women’s University.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Japanese Philosophy as the daily resource
information.

Esmeralda Rossman:

The reason why? Because this Japanese Philosophy is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

William Threatt:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Japanese Philosophy the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Japanese Philosophy giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Brandy Anderson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Japanese Philosophy can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short
free time problems.
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