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In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists poses the question, “Why should we
uphold our constitution?” The vast majority of Americans venerate the American Constitution and the
principles it embodies, but many also worry that the United States has fallen behind other nations on crucial
democratic issues, including economic equality, racial integration, and women’s rights. Robert Dahl explores
this vital tension between the Americans’ belief in the legitimacy of their constitution and their belief in the
principles of democracy.
Dahl starts with the assumption that the legitimacy of the American Constitution derives solely from its
utility as an instrument of democratic governance. Dahl demonstrates that, due to the context in which it was
conceived, our constitution came to incorporate significant antidemocratic elements. Because the Framers of
the Constitution had no relevant example of a democratic political system on which to model the American
government, many defining aspects of our political system were implemented as a result of short-sightedness
or last-minute compromise. Dahl highlights those elements of the American system that are most unusual
and potentially antidemocratic: the federal system, the bicameral legislature, judicial review, presidentialism,
and the electoral college system.
The political system that emerged from the world’s first great democratic experiment is unique—no other
well-established democracy has copied it. How does the American constitutional system function in
comparison to other democratic systems? How could our political system be altered to achieve more
democratic ends? To what extent did the Framers of the Constitution build features into our political system
that militate against significant democratic reform?
Refusing to accept the status of the American Constitution as a sacred text, Dahl challenges us all to think
critically about the origins of our political system and to consider the opportunities for creating a more
democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

Here thing why this kind of How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle
Lectures Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no book that similar with How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series). It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of How
Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Daniel Smith:

How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series) however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Rodney Richardson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle
Lectures Series) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures
Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Lurline Silvester:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book.



Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this
book How Democratic Is the American Constitution? (Castle Lectures Series). You can more desirable than
now.
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