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A child's very first word is a miraculous sound, the opening note in a lifelong symphony. Most parents never
forget the moment. But that first word is soon followed by a second and a third, and by the age of three,
children are typically learning ten new words every day and speaking in complete sentences. The process
seems effortless, and for children, it is. But how exactly does it happen? How do children learn language?
And why is it so much harder to do later in life?

Drawing on cutting-edge developments in biology, neurology, psychology, and linguistics, Charles Yang's
The Infinite Gift takes us inside the astonishingly complex but largely subconscious process by which
children learn to talk and to understand the spoken word.

Yang illuminates the rich mysteries of language: why French newborns already prefer the sound of French to
English; why baby-talk, though often unintelligible, makes perfect linguistic sense; why babies born deaf
still babble -- but with their hands; why the grammars of some languages may be evolutionarily stronger than
others; and why one of the brain's earliest achievements may in fact be its most complex.

Yang also puts forth an exciting new theory. Building on Noam Chomsky's notion of a universal grammar --
the idea that every human being is born with an intuitive grasp of grammar -- Yang argues that we learn our
native languages in part by unlearning the grammars of all the rest.

This means that the next time you hear a child make a grammatical mistake, it may not be a mistake at all;
his or her grammar may be perfectly correct in Chinese or Navajo or ancient Greek. This is the brain's way of
testing its options as it searches for the local and thus correct grammar -- and then discards all the wrong
ones.

And we humans, Yang shows, are not the only creatures who learn this way. In fact, learning by unlearning
may be an ancient evolutionary mechanism that runs throughout the animal kingdom. Thus, babies learn to
talk in much the same way that birds learn to sing.

Enlivened by Yang's experiences with his own young son, The Infinite Gift is as charming as it is
challenging, as thoughtful as it is thought-provoking. An absorbing read for parents, educators, and anyone
who has ever wondered about the origins of that uniquely human gift: our ability to speak and, just as
miraculous, to understand one another.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the
Languages of the World. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the
World. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Todd Goff:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the
Languages of the World ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Infinite Gift: How Children
Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World is not only giving you much more new information but also
for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship with the book The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of
the World. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Gloria Todd:

You can find this The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Shirley Bishop:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



So , this The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World can make you sense
more interested to read.

Download and Read Online The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn
and Unlearn the Languages of the World Charles Yang
#YQ0MBEAR7G9



Read The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the
Languages of the World by Charles Yang for online ebook

The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World by Charles Yang Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of
the World by Charles Yang books to read online.

Online The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the
World by Charles Yang ebook PDF download

The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World by Charles Yang Doc

The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World by Charles Yang Mobipocket

The Infinite Gift: How Children Learn and Unlearn the Languages of the World by Charles Yang EPub


