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Many assume that in international politics, and especially in war, "anything goes." Sherman famously
declared war "is all hell." The implication behind the maxim is that in war there is no order, only chaos; no
mercy, only cruelty; no restraint, only suffering.

Ward Thomas finds that this "anything goes" view is demonstrably wrong. It neither reflects how most
people talk about the use of force in international relations nor describes the way national leaders actually
use military force. Events such as those in Europe during World War II, in the Persian Gulf War, and in
Kosovo cannot be understood, he argues, until we realize that state behavior, even during wartime, is shaped
by common understandings about what is ethically acceptable and unacceptable.

Thomas makes extensive use of two cases—the assassination of foreign leaders and the aerial bombardment
of civilians—to trace the relative influence of norms and interests. His insistence on interconnections
between ethical principle and material power leads to a revised understanding of the role of normative
factors in foreign policy and the ways in which power and interest shape the international system.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Ethics of
Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) book because
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jeffrey Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Ethics of
Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Ethics of
Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)is the main of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this book.

Henry Hedrick:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in
International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can give you a lot of close friends because by
you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We should have The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).

Kimberly Martin:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative



person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can more appealing than now.
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