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In the decades leading up to the Arab Spring in 2011, when Hosni Mubarak’s authoritarian regime was swept
from power in Egypt, Muslim women took a leading role in developing a robust Islamist presence in the
country’s public sphere. Soft Force examines the writings and activism of these women—including scholars,
preachers, journalists, critics, actors, and public intellectuals—who envisioned an Islamic awakening in
which women’s rights and the family, equality, and emancipation were at the center.

Challenging Western conceptions of Muslim women as being oppressed by Islam, Ellen McLarney shows
how women used "soft force"—a women’s jihad characterized by nonviolent protest—to oppose secular
dictatorship and articulate a public sphere that was both Islamic and democratic. McLarney draws on
memoirs, political essays, sermons, newspaper articles, and other writings to explore how these women
imagined the home and the family as sites of the free practice of religion in a climate where Islamists were
under siege by the secular state. While they seem to reinforce women’s traditional roles in a male-dominated
society, these Islamist writers also reoriented Islamist politics in domains coded as feminine, putting women
at the very forefront in imagining an Islamic polity.

Bold and insightful, Soft Force transforms our understanding of women’s rights, women’s liberation, and
women’s equality in Egypt’s Islamic revival.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Higgins:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics).

Steven Perez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Soft Force: Women in Egypt's
Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thelma Atkins:

The reason why? Because this Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in
Muslim Politics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Shane Dagostino:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic
Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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