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The effort to legislate family and medical leave policies in the United States illustrates a dilemma at the heart
of the American political process. Faced with strong opposition from business lobbies, proponents of leaves
in the late 1980s and early 1990s had to balance their desire to pass the policy they wanted against the desire
to pass a policy at all.

In this lucid and timely book, Anya Bernstein analyzes how this "moderation dilemma" played out at the
federal level and in four states. In so doing, she develops a new model of policy innovation based on the
debate between the ideologically committed who want all or nothing (and often get nothing) and
compromisers who will settle for less (and often get a lot less). Hers is a unique perspective on one of the
few major policy innovations of the 1990s, and on the contentious issue of the role of the state in American
family life.

Based on interviews with activists, legislators, staff members, and observers, The Moderation Dilemma
uncovers the process by which advocates for family and medical leave determined what they would propose,
chose their strategies, lobbied, and bargained. Bernstein found that groups were successful when they had
access to

substantial resources, were willing to frame their proposals in culturally appropriate ways, and “fit” their
strategies to the political context. In the case of family and medical leave, this meant co-opting the tactics of
the new right and framing family leave as family values, as well as making significant compromises. But not
all groups were willing to make these compromises. The fact that the laws mandating family and medical
leaves cover barely half the population, and are unpaid, raises questions about the costs and benefits of
moderation.

Bernstein also takes a fresh look at women’s movement groups in the 1990s. She compares those who have
learned to work within the political system (insiders) with those that still focus on challenging it (outsiders).
The women’s groups that led the fight to pass family and medical leave had to rethink their goals as
supporters both of equality for women and of accommodation for women’s role as mothers. The Moderation
Dilemma examines that transition and its debates, as well as the implications for the women’s movement as a
whole.

Students and professionals in political science, sociology, and organizational theory will want to read The
Moderation Dilemma, as will anyone concerned with the behavior of interest groups and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

The reserve with title Moderation Dilemma includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Terry Tyrrell:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Moderation Dilemma the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The
Moderation Dilemma giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Edna Miller:

You can get this Moderation Dilemma by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Joel Newsom:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Moderation Dilemma we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
To be creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life with this book Moderation Dilemma. You can more attractive than
now.
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