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The Utilitarians were one of the targets of this novel. Utilitarianism was a prevalent school of thought during
this period, its founders being Jeremy Bentham and James Mill, father to political theorist John Stuart Mill.
Theoretical Utilitarian ethics hold that promotion of general social welfare is the ultimate goal for the
individual and society in general: "the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number of people."
Dickens believed that in practical terms, the pursuit of a totally rationalised society could lead to great
misery.
Bentham's former secretary, Edwin Chadwick, helped design the Poor Law of 1834, which deliberately made
workhouse life as uncomfortable as possible. In the novel, this is conveyed in Bitzer's response to
Gradgrind's appeal for compassion.
Dickens was appalled by what was, in his interpretation, a selfish philosophy, which was combined with
materialist laissez-faire capitalism in the education of some children at the time, as well as in industrial
practices. In Dickens's interpretation, the prevalence of utilitarian values in educational institutions promoted
contempt between mill owners and workers, creating young adults whose imaginations had been neglected,
due to an over-emphasis on facts at the expense of more imaginative pursuits.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the publication entitled Hard Times (Illustrated). Try to face the book Hard Times (Illustrated) as your
good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Deanna Stewart:

This Hard Times (Illustrated) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Hard Times (Illustrated) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Hard Times (Illustrated) can bring if you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
phone. This Hard Times (Illustrated) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Harriette Corwin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Hard Times (Illustrated). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Terrence Kimball:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Hard Times (Illustrated) to make your current reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Hard Times (Illustrated)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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