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In the early twentieth century, asbestos had a reputation as a lifesaver. In 1960, however, it became known
that even relatively brief exposure to asbestos can cause mesothelioma, a virulent and lethal cancer.

Yet the bulk of the world's asbestos was mined after 1960. Asbestos usage in many countries continued
unabated.

This is the first global history of how the asbestos industry and its allies in government, insurance, and
medicine defended the product throughout the twentieth century. It explains how mining and manufacture
could continue despite overwhelming medical evidence as to the risks. The argument advanced in this book
is that asbestos has proved so enduring because the industry was able to mount a successful defense strategy
for the mineral - a strategy that still operates in some parts of the
world. This defence involved the shaping of the public debate by censoring, and sometimes corrupting,
scientific research, nurturing scientific uncertainty, and using allies in government, insurance, and medicine.

The book also discusses the problems of asbestos in the environment, compensating victims, and the
continued use of asbestos in the developing world. Its global focus shows how asbestos can be seen as a
model for many occupational diseases - indeed for a whole range of hazards produced by industrial societies.
The book is based on a wealth of documentary material gained from legal discovery, supplemented by
evidence from the authors' visits and researches in the US, the UK, Canada, Kazakhstan,
Zimbabwe, Australia, Swaziland, and South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Maddock:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry
and its Fight for Survival. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for
Survival. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Annette Spafford:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Defending the
Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Defending the Indefensible: The Global
Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survivalis the main one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Joseph Lee:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Defending the
Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So
, for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Defending the Indefensible:
The Global Asbestos Industry and its Fight for Survival become your current starter.

Angel Sullivan:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos
Industry and its Fight for Survival to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to



open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide Defending the Indefensible: The Global Asbestos Industry
and its Fight for Survival can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of this time.
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