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As Charles Frazier's novel Cold Mountain dramatized, dissenters from the Confederacy lived in mortal
danger across the South. In scattered pockets from the Carolinas to the frontier in Texas, some men clung to
a belief in the Union or an unwillingness to preserve the slaveholding Confederacy, and they died at the
hands of their own neighbors. Brush Men and Vigilantes tells the story of how dissent, fear, and economics
developed into mob violence in a corner of Texas—the Sulphur Forks river valley northeast of Dallas.

Authors David Pickering and Judy Falls have combed through court records, newspapers, letters, and other
primary sources and collected extended-family lore to relate the details of how vigilantes captured and killed
more than a dozen men. The authors' story begins before the Civil War, as they describe the particular social
and economic conditions that gave rise to tension and violence during the war. Unlike most other parts of
Texas, the Sulphur Forks river valley had a significant population of Upper Southerners, some of whom
spoke out against secession, objected to enlisting in the Confederate army, or associated with "Union men."
For some of them, safety meant disappearing into the tangled brush thickets of the region. Routed from the
thicket or gone to ground there, dissenters faced death. Betrayed by links to a well-known Union guerrilla
from the Sulphur Forks area, more men of the area were captured, tried in mock courts, and hanged. Other
men met their death by sniper fire or private execution, as in the case of brush man Frank Chamblee, who for
years eluded his enemies by clever tricks but was finally gunned down after the war, reportedly by one of the
area's most prominent men.

Anyone with an interest in the new history of the Civil War or Texas should find much to digest in this
compelling book, whose authors Richard B. McCaslin congratulates for taking their place "in the ranks of
Texas' literary reconstructionists."
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce).

Emile Guzman:

Here thing why this kind of Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Brush Men and Vigilantes:
Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-
Commerce). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural
Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) in e-book can be your alternative.

Sharon Novick:

The reason? Because this Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Thomas Taylor:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they



get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent
in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Commerce) to make
your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve
Brush Men and Vigilantes: Civil War Dissent in Texas (Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life, sponsored by
Texas A&M University-Commerce) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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