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French cuisine is such a staple in our understanding of fine food that we forget the accidents of history that
led to its creation. Accounting for Taste brings these "accidents" to the surface, illuminating the magic of
French cuisine and the mystery behind its historical development. Priscilla Parkhurst Ferguson explains how
the food of France became French cuisine. This momentous culinary journey begins with Ancien Regime
cookbooks and ends with twenty-first-century cooking programs. It takes us from Careme, the "inventor" of
modern French cuisine in the early nineteenth century, to top chefs today, such as Daniel Boulud and Jacques
Pepin. Not a history of French cuisine, Accounting for Taste focuses on the people, places, and institutions
that have made this cuisine what it is today: a privileged vehicle for national identity, a model of cultural
ascendancy, and a pivotal site where practice and performance intersect. With sources as various as the
novels of Balzac and Proust, interviews with contemporary chefs such as David Bouley and Charlie Trotter,
and the film Babette's Feast, Ferguson maps the cultural field that structures culinary affairs in France and
then exports its crucial ingredients. What's more, well beyond food, the intricate connections between cuisine
and country, between local practice and national identity, illuminate the concept of culture itself. To Brillat-
Savarin's famous dictum "Animals fill themselves, people eat, intelligent people alone know how to eat"
Priscilla Ferguson adds, and Accounting for Taste shows, how the truly intelligent also know why they eat
the way they do. Parkhurst Ferguson has her nose in the right place, and an infectious lust for her subject that
makes this trawl through the history and cultural significance of French food from French Revolution to
Babette's Feast via Balzac's suppers and Proust's madeleines a satisfying meal of varied courses.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Marshall:

The book Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Accounting
for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
open and read a publication Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Jane Rich:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Accounting for
Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Victoria Owen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Philip Brown:

Beside this particular Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Accounting for Taste: The Triumph of French Cuisine because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!
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