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Before he became a household name in America as perhaps our greatest hard-boiled crime writer, before his
attachment to Lillian Hellman and blacklisting during the McCarthy era, and his subsequent downward
spiral, Dashiell Hammett led a life of action. Born in 1894 into a poor Maryland family, Hammett left school
at fourteen and held several jobs before joining the Pinkerton National Detective Agency as an operative in
1915 and, with time off in 1918 to serve at the end of World War I, he remained with the agency until 1922,
participating alike in the banal and dramatic action of an operative. The tuberculosis he contracted during the
war forced him to leave the Pinkertons--but it may well have prompted one of America's most acclaimed
writing careers.

While Hammett's life on center stage has been well-documented, the question of how he got there has not.
That largely overlooked phase is the subject of Nathan Ward's enthralling The Lost Detective. Hammett's
childhood, his life in San Francisco, and especially his experience as a detective deeply informed his writing
and his characters, from the nameless Continental Op, hero of his stories and early novels, to Sam Spade and
Nick Charles. The success of his many stories in the pulp magazine Black Mask following his departure from
the Pinkertons led him to novels; he would write five between 1929 and 1934, two of them (The Maltese
Falcon and The Thin Man) now American classics. Though he inspired generations of writers, from
Chandler to Connelly and all in between, after The Thin Man he never finished another book, a painful
silence for his devoted readers; and his popular image has long been shaped by the remembrance of Hellman,
who knew him after his literary reputation had been made. Based on original research across the country, The
Lost Detective is the first book to illuminate Hammett's transformation from real detective to great American
detective writer, throwing brilliant new light on one of America's most celebrated and remembered novelists
and his world.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

The book The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Lost
Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Richard Dunn:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett as the
daily resource information.

Kelly Cohn:

The reason why? Because this The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Anthony Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Lost Detective: Becoming Dashiell Hammett this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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