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Although much is known about the political stance of the military at large during the Civil War, the political
party affiliations of individual soldiers have received little attention. Drawing on archival sources from
twenty-five generals and 250 volunteer officers and enlisted men, John Matsui offers the first major study to
examine the ways in which individual politics were as important as military considerations to battlefield
outcomes and how the experience of war could alter soldiers’ political views.

The conservative war aims pursued by Abraham Lincoln and his generals in the first year of the American
Civil War focused on the preservation of the Union and the restoration of the antebellum status quo. This
approach was particularly evident in the prevailing policies and attitudes toward the Confederacy-supporting
Southern civilians and African American slaves. But this changed in Virginia during the summer of 1862
with the formation of the Army of Virginia. If the Army of the Potomac (the major Union force in Virginia)
was dominated by generals who concurred with the ideology of the Democratic Party, the Army of Virginia
was its political opposite, from its senior generals to the common soldiers. The majority of officers and
soldiers in the Army of Virginia saw slavery and pro-Confederate civilians as crucial components of the
rebel war effort and blamed them for prolonging the war. Ultimately, the frustrating occupation experiences
of the Army of Virginia radicalized them and other Union soldiers against Southern rebellion and slavery,
paving the way for Abraham Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Booth:

This book untitled The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil
War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Agnes Figueroa:

The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The First Republican Army: The
Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era)
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Kevin Loesch:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The First Republican Army: The Army
of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can be
the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Susan Bondurant:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The First Republican Army: The Army of
Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) to make
your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the book The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil
War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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