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In the quarter century from San Francisco's devasting fire of 1906 to the beginning of the Great Depression,
as automobiles exploded in popularity, new buildings had to be conceived and constructed to provide
parking space and repair facilities. This book studies a number of the resulting public garages that featured
facade designs based on historical architectural styles. Considering the garages' function, the facades exhibit
a surprising grace and nobility. Through an analysis complemented by photographs (including sixty by noted
architectural photographer Sharon Risedorph) and drawings, the author dissects the architectural and cultural
factors that lie at the heart of this unexpected merit.
Addressing the discrepancy between the buildings' beauty and the assumption that old garages are unsightly
and disposable, the book examines them as cultural artifacts of the dawn of the Motor Age. The garage is
presented as a new form of transportation depot, employing architectural symbolism to celebrate the
ascendancy of the automobile over the train. Today, the surviving buildings are vulnerable to real estate
development, in part because their quality is misunderstood. The book--a fresh perspective on the value of
older utilitarian buildings--concludes with a call to preserve these structures and adapt them to compatible
new uses.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

The guide with title The Early Public Garages of San Francisco: An Architectural and Cultural Study, 1906-
1929 has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carlos Callahan:

Typically the book The Early Public Garages of San Francisco: An Architectural and Cultural Study, 1906-
1929 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Lillian Trimmer:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Early Public Garages
of San Francisco: An Architectural and Cultural Study, 1906-1929 which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known
as of book The Early Public Garages of San Francisco: An Architectural and Cultural Study, 1906-1929.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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