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Sexuality and the occult arts have long been associated in the western imagination, but it was not until the
nineteenth century that a large and sophisticated body of literature on sexual magic—the use of sex as a
source of magical power—emerged. This book, the first history of western sexual magic as a modern
spiritual tradition, places these practices in the context of the larger discourse surrounding sexuality in
American and European society over the last 150 years to discover how sexual magic was transformed from
a terrifying medieval nightmare of heresy and social subversion into a modern ideal of personal
empowerment and social liberation. Focusing on a series of key figures including American spiritualist
Paschal Beverly Randolph, Aleister Crowley, Julius Evola, Gerald Gardner, and Anton LaVey, Hugh Urban
traces the emergence of sexual magic out of older western esoteric traditions including Gnosticism and
Kabbalah, which were progressively fused with recently-discovered eastern traditions such as Hindu and
Buddhist Tantra. His study gives remarkable new insight into sexuality in the modern era, specifically on
issues such as the politics of birth control, the classification of sexual "deviance," debates over
homosexuality and feminism, and the role of sexuality in our own new world of post-modern spirituality,
consumer capitalism, and the Internet.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

This book untitled Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Rose Waldman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism.

Ida Resler:

Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Jose Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism can be
your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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