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Ever since John Winthrop told his fellow colonists in 1630 that they were about to establish a City upon a
Hill, the idea of having a special place in history has captured the American imagination. Through centuries
of crises and opportunities, many have taken up this theme to inspire the nation. But others have criticized
the notion because it implies a sense of superiority which can fuel racism, warmongering and even idolatry.

In this remarkable book, John Wilsey traces the historical development of exceptionalism, including its
theological meaning and implications for civil religion. From seventeenth-century Puritans to twentieth-
century industrialists, from politicians to educators, exceptionalism does not appear as a monolithic concept
to be either totally rejected or devotedly embraced. While it can lead to abuses, it can also point to
constructive civil engagement and human flourishing. This book considers historically and theologically
what makes the difference.

Neither the term nor the idea of American exceptionalism is going away. John Wilsey’s careful history and
analysis will therefore prove an important touchstone for discussions of American identity in the decades to
come.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Deal:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular American Exceptionalism
and Civil Religion: Reassessing the History of an Idea book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Gladys Myers:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically
the American Exceptionalism and Civil Religion: Reassessing the History of an Idea is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Katie McCants:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be study. American
Exceptionalism and Civil Religion: Reassessing the History of an Idea can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Zandra Woods:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Exceptionalism and Civil
Religion: Reassessing the History of an Idea can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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