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Totalitarianism offers a penetrating chronicle of the central concept of our era--an era shaped by our conflict
first with fascism and then with communism. Interweaving the story of intellectual debates with the
international history of the twentieth century, Gleason traces the birth of the term to Italy in the first years of
Mussolini's rule. Created by Mussolini's enemies, the word was appropriated by the Fascists themselves to
describe their program in what turned out to be one of the less totalitarian of the European dictatorships. He
follows the growth and expansion of the concept as it was picked up in the West and applied to Hitler's
Germany and the Soviet Union. Gleason's account takes us through the debates of the early postwar years, as
academics in turn adopted the term--most notably Hannah Arendt. The idea of totalitarianism came to
possess novelists such as Arthur Koestler (Darkness at Noon) and George Orwell (whose Nineteen Eighty-
Four was interpreted by conservatives as an attack on socialism in general, and subsequently suffered
criticism from left-leaning critics). The concept entered the public consciousness still more fully with the
opening of the Cold War, as Truman used the rhetoric of totalitarianism to sell the Truman Doctrine to
Congress. Gleason takes a fascinating look at the notorious brainwashing episodes of the Korean War, which
convinced Americans that Communist China too was a totalitarian state. As he takes his account through to
the 1990s, he offers an inner history of the Cold War, revealing the political charge the term carried for
writers on both the left and right. He also explores the intellectual struggles that swirled around the idea in
France, Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, and Poland. When the Cold War drew to a close in the late 1980s,
Gleason writes, the concept lost much of its importance in the West even as it flourished in Russia, where
writers began to describe their own collapsing state as totalitarian--though left-wing Western thinkers
continued to resist doing so. Ideal for courses in politics and modern history, Totalitarianism provides a
fascinating account of one of the most enigmatic yet compelling ideas of our time.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Totalitarianism: The
Inner History of the Cold War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Danny Exum:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Totalitarianism: The Inner History
of the Cold War is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Destiny Hunt:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold
War can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War.

Kenny Crowther:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War we can take more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Totalitarianism: The Inner History
of the Cold War. You can more desirable than now.



Download and Read Online Totalitarianism: The Inner History of
the Cold War Abbott Gleason #4HG8RSZ612A



Read Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by
Abbott Gleason for online ebook

Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason books to read online.

Online Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason ebook
PDF download

Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason Doc

Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason Mobipocket

Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War by Abbott Gleason EPub


