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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, Martin Luther
University, language: English, abstract: “The Lost Generation” is a term which encompasses a broad range
of American authors who were born around 1900. Amongst those litterateurs are many who are said to be
among the most influential and important writers in the history of American letters. This term paper shall
examine what historical circumstances constituted the “common adventures” and “common attitudes” of that
generation as reflected in Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby.
The term “The Lost Generation” was given by Gertrude Stein, an authoress of note and contemporary of
both Fitzgerald and Hemingway, who used her quotation: “you are all a lost generation,” as the epigraph for
his novel The Sun Also Rises. What is meant by the attribute “lost”? Why was this dismal term applied to the
young adults of the 1920s – an era of prosperity and freedom in America? How did Fitzgerald depict this
“lost” world in The Great Gatsby, with respect to material abundance on the one hand versus spiritual
poverty on the other?
The zeitgeist of an era inevitably shapes the human beings who live in it: how they act, what they look like,
and what they think the meaning of their lives in particular and humanity in general might be. Therefore, it is
necessary to explore the 1920s in America in order to understand fully the meaning Fitzgerald communicates
in The Great Gatsby.
This paper will therefore investigate several characteristics of the decade which are relevant for the
interpretation of the novel. The parameters to be surveyed are: society in general; the materialism, wealth
and industrialization which created that society; Prohibition as one of the most significant elements of the
20s; the faltering faith in God (as but one example of the failure of institutions that were supposed to be a
refuge for human beings); and the loss of faith in the American dream and other treasured ideals. These
issues will be analyzed in consideration of The Great Gatsby and the question of how Fitzgerald uses them as
tropes for his social criticism of the so called Jazz Age.
The paper will be based on a number of monographs and anthologies dealing with the major American
writers and literature of the 1920s as well as the historical context that shaped their literary vision. The
particular focus will be on Fitzgerald’s seminal novel, The Great Gatsby, as it incorporates and inflects the
major historical and literary themes of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need do that. You
must know how great in addition to important the book The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of
"The Great Gatsby". All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Carmen Jensen:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Roaring Twenties - Historical
Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby" book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Jared Smith:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is The Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby".

Douglas Quintanar:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book The
Roaring Twenties - Historical Circumstances of "The Great Gatsby". You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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