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In Perilous Fight, Stephen Budiansky tells the rousing story of the underdog coterie of American seamen and
their visionary secretary of the navy, who combined bravery and strategic innovation to hold off the
legendary Royal Navy.

Budiansky vividly demonstrates that far from an indecisive and unnecessary conflict—as historians have
long dismissed the War of 1812—this “forgotten war” had profound consequences that would change the
course of naval warfare, America’s place in the world, and the rules of international conflict forever. Never
again would the great powers challenge the young republic’s sovereignty in the aftermath of the stunning
performance of America’s navy and privateersmen in sea battles that ranged across half the globe. Their
brilliant hit-and-run tactics against a far mightier foe would pioneer concepts of “asymmetric warfare” that
would characterize the insurgency warfare of later centuries.

Above all, the War of 1812 would be the making of the United States Navy. Even as the war began, the
nation was bitterly divided over whether it should have a navy at all: Jeffersonian Republicans denounced
the idea as a dangerous expansion of government power, while Federalists insisted that America could never
protect its burgeoning seagoing commerce or command respect without a strong naval force. After the war,
Americans would never again doubt that their might, respect, and very survival depended upon a permanent
and professional navy.

Drawing extensively on diaries, letters, and personal accounts from both sides, Budiansky re-creates the
riveting encounters at sea in bloody clashes of cannonfire and swordplay; the intimate hopes and fears of
vainglorious captains and young seamen in search of adventure; and the behind-the-scenes political intrigue
and maneuvering in Washington and London. Throughout, Perilous Fight proves itself a gripping and
essential work of American naval history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Inouye:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Perilous Fight. Try to stumble through book Perilous Fight as your
good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Stephen Comerford:

The book Perilous Fight can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Perilous Fight? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Perilous Fight has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Perilous Fight is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Hye Elliott:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Perilous Fight as the daily resource information.
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