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This book chronicles 5th and 6th grade writers - children of gang members, drug users, poor people, and
non-documented and documented immigrants - in a rural school in the southwest US coming into their
voices, cultivating those voices, and using those voices in a variety of venues, beginning with the classroom
community and spreading outward.

At the heart of this book is the cultivation of tension between official and unofficial portraits of these
students. Official portraits are composed of demographic data, socioeconomic data, and test results.
Unofficial counterportraits offer different views of children, schools, and communities. The big ideas of
official and unofficial portraits are presented, then each chapter offers data (the children’s and teachers’
processes and products) and facets of the theoretical construct of counterportraits, as a response to official
portraits. The counterportraits are built slowly in order to base them in evidence and to articulate their
complexity.

Many teachers and soon-to-be teachers facing the dilemmas and complexities of teaching in diverse
classrooms have serious questions about how to honor students’ lives outside of school, making school more
relevant. This book offers evidence to present to the public, legislators, and the press as a way of talking
back to official portraits, demonstrating that officially failing schools are not really failing - evidence that is
crucial for the survival of public schools.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Hamilton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Official Portraits and Unofficial Counterportraits of At Risk
Students: Writing Spaces in Hard Times.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled Official Portraits and Unofficial Counterportraits of At Risk Students: Writing
Spaces in Hard Times can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jeri McKeen:

Precisely why? Because this Official Portraits and Unofficial Counterportraits of At Risk Students: Writing
Spaces in Hard Times is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Casey Russell:

The book untitled Official Portraits and Unofficial Counterportraits of At Risk Students: Writing Spaces in
Hard Times contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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