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Between 1300 and 1500 C.E. a new form of Sufi Islam took hold among central Islamic peoples, joining
individuals through widespread networks resembling today’s prominent paths and orders. Understanding
contemporary Sufism requires a sophisticated analysis of these formative years. Moving beyond a straight
account of leaders and movements, Shahzad Bashir weaves a rich history around the depiction of bodily
actions by Sufi masters and disciples, primarily in Sufi literature and Persian miniature paintings of the
period.

Focusing on the Persianate societies of Iran and Central Asia, Bashir explores medieval Sufis’ conception of
the human body as the primary shuttle between interior (batin) and exterior (zahir) realities. Drawing on
literary, historical, and anthropological approaches to corporeality, he studies representations of Sufi bodies
in three personal and communal arenas: religious activity in the form of ritual, asceticism, rules of etiquette,
and a universal hierarchy of saints; the deep imprint of Persian poetic paradigms on the articulation of love,
desire, and gender; and the reputation of Sufi masters for working miracles, which empowered them in all
domains of social activity.

Bashir’s novel perspective illuminates complex relationships between body and soul, body and gender, body
and society, and body and cosmos. It highlights love as an overarching, powerful emotion in the making of
Sufi communities and situates the body as a critical concern in Sufi thought and practice. Bashir’s work
ultimately offers a new methodology for extracting historical information from religious narratives,
especially those depicting extraordinary and miraculous events.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

The book Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society
in Medieval Islam to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Albin:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society
in Medieval Islam book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Haley Berg:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Sufi Bodies: Religion and
Society in Medieval Islam that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you are able to pick Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam become your own
starter.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in
Medieval Islam guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Sufi Bodies: Religion and
Society in Medieval Islam as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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