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Steel Drums and Steelbands: A History is a vivid account of the events that led to the “accidental” invention
of the steel drum: the only acoustic musical instrument invented in the 20th century. Angela Smith walks
readers through the evolution of the steel drum from an object of scorn and tool of violence to one of the
most studied, performed, and appreciated musical instruments today. Smith explores the development of the
modern steelband, from its roots in African slavery in early Trinidad to the vast array of experiments in
technological innovation and to the current explosion of steelbands in American schools. The book offers
insights directly from major contributors of the steelband movement with sections devoted exclusively to
pioneers and innovators.

Drawing on seven years of research, repeated trips to the birthplace of the steel drum, Trinidad, and
interviews with steelband pioneers, Smith takes readers far beyond the sunny associations of the steel drum
with island vacations, cruise ships, and multiple encores of “Yellow Bird.” Digging deep into Trinidad’s
history—a tale of indigenous extermination and African slavery, of French settlement and Spanish and
British colonialism before mid-century independence—Smith weaves an unforgettable narrative of talking
drums, kalinda stick fights, tamboo bamboo bands, iron bands, calypso, Carnival, and the U. S. military.
Together, all played major roles in the evolution of today’s steelband and in the panman’s journey from
renegade to hero in the steelband’s move from the panyards of Trinidad’s poorest neighborhoods to the
world’s most prestigious concert halls. The reader will discover how an instrument created by teenage boys,
descendants of African slaves, became a world musical phenomena. Steel Drums and Steelbands is the ideal
introduction to the steel drum, steelbands, and their history.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Lugo:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Steel Drums and Steelbands: A
History guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Steel Drums and
Steelbands: A History as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication
that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Micah Clark:

The book untitled Steel Drums and Steelbands: A History contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Cruz Fleury:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Steel Drums and
Steelbands: A History which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Norbert Walling:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like newspaper,
magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Steel Drums and Steelbands: A History when you necessary it?
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