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In a culture where poetry is considered the highest form of human language, Gendun Chopel is revered as
Tibet’s greatest modern poet. Born in 1903 as British troops were preparing to invade his homeland, Gendun
Chopel was identified at any early age as the incarnation of a famous lama and became a Buddhist monk,
excelling in the debating courtyards of the great monasteries of Tibet. At the age of thirty-one, he gave up his
monk’s vows and set off for India, where he would wander, often alone and impoverished, for over a decade.
Returning to Tibet, he was arrested by the government of the young Dalai Lama on trumped-up charges of
treason, emerging from prison three years later a broken man. He died in 1951 as troops of the People’s
Liberation Army marched into Lhasa.

Throughout his life, from his childhood to his time in prison, Gendun Chopel wrote poetry that conveyed the
events of his remarkable life. In the Forest of Faded Wisdom is the first comprehensive collection of his
oeuvre in any language, assembling poems in both the original Tibetan and in English translation. A master
of many forms of Tibetan verse, Gendun Chopel composed heartfelt hymns to the Buddha, pithy instructions
for the practice of the dharma, stirring tributes to the Tibetan warrior-kings, cynical reflections on the ways
of the world, and laments of a wanderer, forgotten in a foreign land. These poems exhibit the technical
skill—wordplay, puns, the ability to evoke moods of pathos and irony—for which Gendun Chopel was
known and reveal the poet to be a consummate craftsman, skilled in both Tibetan and Indian poetics. With a
directness and force often at odds with the conventions of belles lettres, this is a poetry that is at once elegant
and earthy. In the Forest of Faded Wisdom is a remarkable introduction to Tibet’s sophisticated poetic
tradition and its most intriguing twentieth-century writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book In the Forest of Faded Wisdom: 104 Poems by Gendun
Chopel, a Bilingual Edition (Buddhism and Modernity). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important any book In the Forest of Faded Wisdom: 104 Poems by
Gendun Chopel, a Bilingual Edition (Buddhism and Modernity). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Pearl McLean:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this In the Forest of Faded Wisdom: 104 Poems by
Gendun Chopel, a Bilingual Edition (Buddhism and Modernity) to read.

Ophelia Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long
to reading a reserve. The book In the Forest of Faded Wisdom: 104 Poems by Gendun Chopel, a Bilingual
Edition (Buddhism and Modernity) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create
this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Helene Anderson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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