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This book explains the foreign policy decisions of Iranian leaders, as well as the foreign policy decisions of
its neighbors and major world powers. Iran is not treated primarily as a problem to be dealt with by the
United States and its friends. There is an effort to understand not only the concerns and policies of the United
States and its allies, but also to understand Iranian concerns and policy. Thus, this book is better able than
many others to explain the actions, reactions, and interactions of all the relevant actors and to explore the
prospects for future war or peace.

Mattair provides a comprehensive analysis of Iran's relations with its neighbors and major world powers. He
begins with a review of Iran's foreign relations from the time of Iran's founding in the 5th century B.C.
through the Islamic era beginning in the mid-600's A.D., and the native dynasties that ruled in more recent
centuries as Iran faced challenges from foreign powers such as the Ottoman Empire and Western colonial
empires. The rule of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, from 1941 until 1979, is analyzed in detail, covering
his efforts to deter aggression by the Soviet Union, forge an alliance with the United States, assert Iran's
power in the Persian Gulf, and exercise Iran's economic power, particularly through its oil wealth. The bulk
of the book, however, focuses on the foreign relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran since 1979, during the
time in which Ayatollah Khomeini and his successors have ruled. The reasons for Iran's early revolutionary
activism, its antagonism toward the United States and Israel, and its war with Iraq from 1980 to 1988, are
carefully examined. The reasons for international efforts to contain Iran, particularly efforts by the United
States, are also analyzed. Iran's more pragmatic policies are explained, as well, including its close relations
with Russia and China, its efforts to repair relations with Saudi Arabia and the other Arab states of the Gulf,
its cooperation with U.S. efforts to topple the Taliban in Afghanistan after September 11, 2001, and its offer
of comprehensive negotiations with the United States in May 2003. Finally, Mattair analyzes the current
global debate about whether diplomacy, sanctions, or military action are appropriate responses to Iran's
nuclear programs, its role in Iraq and the Persian Gulf, and its resistance to Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Global Security Watch-Iran: A
Reference Handbook (Praeger Security International). All type of book would you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Catherine Walters:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Global Security Watch-Iran: A Reference
Handbook (Praeger Security International) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mamie Perkins:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Global Security Watch-Iran: A
Reference Handbook (Praeger Security International). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get
many advantages.

Susan Bannister:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Global Security Watch-Iran: A Reference Handbook
(Praeger Security International) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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