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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
A, University of Innsbruck (Translation Studies), course: Looking at America: Inside and Outside
Perceptions, language: English, abstract: 21st century American broadcast television series are, of course,
works of fiction and thus not subject to an accurate depiction of American reality. However, regardless of its
fictional elements, every series conveys values and ideals which reflect real-life value propositions that are
essential to American identity in the 21st century. Furthermore, the key elements of American self-
perception can be inferred by examining the self-portrayal of Americans in American television series.

Therefore, this paper seeks to inquire how central aspects of American self-perception are addressed in
various successful television series and whether traditional American values have been preserved. It will
focus on the following three series: "24", "7th Heaven", and "The O.C.", as each of them is exemplary for a
different facet of American self-perception. Crime drama series "24" provides a detailed discourse on
exceptionalism and the role it plays with regard to patriotism as well as an elaborate account of the
discrepancy between the two different faces of America. Family drama series "7th Heaven" draws on Puritan
values and emphasizes their applicability in the United States of the 21st century. Teenage drama series "The
O.C." addresses the preservation of a class system and class divisions in modern-day American society as
opposed to the notion of classlessness.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this From Heaven to Hell. Aspects of American Self-Perception in 21st
Century Broadcast Television: On the basis of the series 24, 7th Heaven, and The O.C..

Jeffrey Richard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual From
Heaven to Hell. Aspects of American Self-Perception in 21st Century Broadcast Television: On the basis of
the series 24, 7th Heaven, and The O.C. is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Bradley Simpson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take From Heaven to Hell. Aspects of American Self-
Perception in 21st Century Broadcast Television: On the basis of the series 24, 7th Heaven, and The O.C. as
your daily resource information.

Diane Lomas:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this



From Heaven to Hell. Aspects of American Self-Perception in 21st Century Broadcast Television: On the
basis of the series 24, 7th Heaven, and The O.C., you can tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.
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