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Robert E. Butts (1928-1997) was a philosopher and historian of science whose central concerns were the
distinction between the rational and the irrational. He viewed scientific rationality as our major defence
against the various conditions that encourage witch hunts and similar outbursts of irrationality, with all their
attendant pain and terror. Butts saw himself as a pragmatic realist, combining what he took to be the best
aspects of logical empiricism with a historically informed pragmatism, deeply appreciative of the methods of
science, trying to describe a kind of rationality essential in the struggle to preserve human values.
This volume gathers previously unpublished essays and lectures with some previously published,
thematically related essays. It includes essays and lectures on philosophical aspects of the European witch
hunt, on scientific rationality and methodology, and on the relationships between science and philosophy
exhibited in the writings of such historically significant figures as Leibniz, D'Alembert, Hume, Kant, Carnap
and Kuhn.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Loflin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Rachel Chaney:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Witches, Scientists,
Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of Science) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science) become your current starter.

Lauren Clarke:

This Witches, Scientists, Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Witches, Scientists,
Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of Science) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Sharon Baker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just



watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Witches, Scientists,
Philosophers: Essays and Lectures (The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of Science) which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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