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While most philosophers who write about punishment ask, "Why may we punish the guilty?" Jacob Adler
asks, "To what extent does a guilty person have a duty to submit to punishment?" He maintains that if we are
to justify any system of punishment by the state, we must explain why persons guilty of an offense are
morally bound to submit to punitive treatment, or to undertake it on their own. Using Rawls's theory of social
contract as a framework, the author presents what he calls the rectification theory of punishment.

After examining punishment from two points of view—that of the punisher and that of the offender who is to
be punished—Adler proposes the Paradigm of the Conscientious Punishee: a repentant wrongdoer who
views punishment as not necessarily unpleasant, but as something it is morally incumbent upon one to
undertake. The author argues that this paradigm must play a central role in the theory of punishment. Citing
community service projects and penances for sin (as required by some religions), Adler argues that
punishment need not involve pain or any other disvalue. Instead he defines it in terms of its justificatiory
connection with wrongdoing: punishment is that which is justified by the prior commission of an offense and
generally not justified without the prior commission of an offense.

The rectification theory applies particularly to offenses involving basic liberties. It is based on the
assumption that each person is guaranteed the right to an inviolable sphere of liberty. Someone who commits
an offense has expanded his or her sphere by arrogating excess liberties. In order to maintain the equality on
which this theory rests, an equivalent body of liberties must be given up. In discussing applications of the
theory, Adler demonstrates that active service (as punishment) is more effective in safeguarding important
rights and interests and maintaining the social contract than is afflictive punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Dennie:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Urgings of
Conscience: A Theory of Punishment. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Donna Vazquez:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Urgings of Conscience: A
Theory of Punishment book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Raymond Guajardo:

The book untitled The Urgings of Conscience: A Theory of Punishment contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Anna Hart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Urgings of
Conscience: A Theory of Punishment.
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