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In 1953, Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot premiered at a tiny avant-garde theatre in Paris; within five
years, it had been translated into more than twenty languages and seen by more than a million spectators. Its
startling popularity marked the emergence of a new type of theatre whose proponents—Beckett, Ionesco,
Genet, Pinter, and others—shattered dramatic conventions and paid scant attention to psychological realism,
while highlighting their characters’ inability to understand one another. In 1961, Martin Esslin gave a name
to the phenomenon in his groundbreaking study of these playwrights who dramatized the absurdity at the
core of the human condition.

Over four decades after its initial publication, Esslin’s landmark book has lost none of its freshness. The
questions these dramatists raise about the struggle for meaning in a purposeless world are still as incisive and
necessary today as they were when Beckett’s tramps first waited beneath a dying tree on a lonely country
road for a mysterious benefactor who would never show. Authoritative, engaging, and eminently readable,
The Theatre of the Absurd is nothing short of a classic: vital reading for anyone with an interest in the
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Clare Andrews:

This The Theatre of the Absurd are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Theatre of the Absurd can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Theatre of the Absurd giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Loretta Jones:

The guide untitled The Theatre of the Absurd is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book
of The Theatre of the Absurd from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Armida Shipman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Theatre of the Absurd can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Theatre of the Absurd e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Theatre of the Absurd as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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