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Debora Hammond's The Science of Synthesis explores the development of general systems theory and the
individuals who gathered together around that idea to form the Society for General Systems Research. In
examining the life and work of the SGSR's five founding members-Ludwig von Bertalanffy, Kenneth
Boulding, Ralph Gerard, James Grier Miller, and Anatol Rapoport-Hammond traces the emergence of
systems ideas across a broad range of disciplines in the mid-twentieth century.

Both metaphor and framework, the systems concept as articulated by its earliest proponents highlights
relationship and interconnectedness among the biological, ecological, social, psychological, and
technological dimensions of our increasingly complex lives. Seeking to transcend the reductionism and
mechanism of classical science-which they saw as limited by its focus on the discrete, component parts of
reality-the general systems community hoped to complement this analytic approach with a more holistic
orientation. As one of many systems traditions, the general systems group was specifically interested in
fostering collaboration and integration among different disciplinary perspectives, with an emphasis on
nurturing more participatory and truly democratic forms of social organization.

The Science of Synthesis documents a unique episode in the history of modern thought, one that remains
relevant today. This book will be of interest to historians of science, system thinkers, scholars and
practicioners in the social sciences, management, organization development and related fields, as well as the
general reader interested in the history of ideas that have shaped critical developments in the second half of
the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General
Systems Theory. Try to make the book The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of
General Systems Theory as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Donna Barragan:

The particular book The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General Systems Theory
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Science of Synthesis:
Exploring the Social Implications of General Systems Theory is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jeff Sanchez:

The reason why? Because this The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General
Systems Theory is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Barbara Corbin:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of
General Systems Theory can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Science of Synthesis: Exploring the Social Implications of General Systems Theory.
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