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Agrarian reforms transformed the Mexican countryside in the late twentieth century but without, in many
cases, altering fundamental power relationships. This study of the Tehuacán Valley in the state of Puebla
highlights different strategies to manipulate the local implementation of federal government programs. With
their very differing successes in the struggle to regain and maintain control of land and water rights, these
strategies raise important questions about the meaning of the phrase "locally controlled development."

Because Mexico is dependent on irrigation for 45 percent of its cash crop production, national policy has
focused on developing vast government controlled and financed irrigation systems. In the Tehuacán Valley,
however, the inhabitants have developed a complex irrigation system without government aid or supervision.
Yet, in contrast to most parts of Mexico, water rights can be bought and sold as a commodity, leading to
accumulation, stratification, and emergence of a regional elite whose power is based on ownership of land
and water. The analysis provides an important contribution to the understanding of local control.

The findings of this study will be important to a wide audience involved in the study of irrigation, local
agricultural systems, and the interplay between local power structures and the national government in
developing countries. The book also presents unique material on gravity-fed, horizontal wells, known as
qanat in the Middle East, which had been unknown in the literature on Latin America before this book.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Keepers of Water and Earth: Mexican Rural
Social Organization and Irrigation as your daily resource information.

David Carter:

This book untitled The Keepers of Water and Earth: Mexican Rural Social Organization and Irrigation to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book
from your list.

Debbie Clark:

The reason why? Because this The Keepers of Water and Earth: Mexican Rural Social Organization and
Irrigation is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Hazel Mercado:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book The Keepers of Water and Earth: Mexican Rural Social Organization and Irrigation we can take
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book The Keepers of Water and Earth: Mexican Rural Social Organization and Irrigation. You can more
pleasing than now.
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