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A recent surge of interest in Jewish patronage during the golden years of Vienna has led to the question,
Would modernism in Vienna have developed in the same fashion had Jewish patrons not been involved?
This book uniquely treats Jewish identification within Viennese modernism as a matter of Jews active
fashioning of a new language to convey their aims of emancipation along with their claims of cultural
authority.

In this provocative reexamination of the roots of Viennese modernism, Elana Shapira analyzes the central
role of Jewish businessmen, professionals, and writers in the evolution of the city’s architecture and design
from the 1860s to the 1910s. According to Shapira, these patrons negotiated their relationship with their non-
Jewish surroundings and clarified their position within Viennese society by inscribing Jewish elements into
the buildings, interiors, furniture, and design objects that they financed, produced, and co-designed.

In the first book to investigate the cultural contributions of the banker Eduard Todesco, the steel tycoon Karl
Wittgenstein, the textile industrialist Fritz Waerndorfer, the author Peter Altenberg, the tailor Leopold
Goldman, and many others, Shapira reconsiders theories identifying the crisis of Jewish assimilation as a
primary creative stimulus for the Jewish contribution to Viennese modernism. Instead, she argues that
creative tensions between Jews and non-Jews—patrons and designers who cooperated and arranged well-
choreographed social encounters with one another—offer more convincing explanations for the formation of
a new semantics of modern Viennese architecture and design than do theories based on assimilation.

This thoroughly researched and richly illustrated book will interest scholars and students of Jewish studies,
Vienna and Viennese culture, and modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Style
and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Keiko Whitchurch:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture,
and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Robert Marshall:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Style and
Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The Tauber Institute Series for
the Study of European Jewry).

Shirley Eagle:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Style and Seduction: Jewish Patrons, Architecture, and Design in Fin de Siècle Vienna (The



Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) when you desired it?
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