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Long anticipated, Recalculating is Charles Bernstein’s first full-length collection of new poems in seven
years. As a result of this lengthy time under construction, the scope, scale, and stylistic variation of the
poems far surpasses Bernstein’s previous work. Together, the poems of Recalculating take readers on a
journey through the history and poetics of the decades since the end of the Cold War as seen through the lens
of social and personal turbulence and tragedy.

 

The collection’s title, the now–familiar GPS expression, suggests a change in direction due to a mistaken or
unexpected turn. For Bernstein, formal invention is a necessary swerve in the midst of difficulty. As in all his
work since the 1970s, he makes palpable the idea that radically new structures, appropriated forms, an
aversion to received ideas and conventions, political engagement, and syntactic novelty will open the doors
of perception to exuberance and resonance, from giddiness to pleasure to grief. But at the same time he
cautions, with typical deflationary ardor, “The pen is tinier than the sword.” In these poems, Bernstein makes
good on his claim that “the poetry is not in speaking to the dead but listening to the dead.” In doing so,
Recalculating incorporates translations and adaptations of Baudelaire, Cole Porter, Mandelstam, and Paul
Celan, as well as several tributes to writers crucial to Bernstein’s work and a set of epigrammatic verse
essays that combine poetics with wry observation, caustic satire, and aesthetic slapstick.

 

Formally stunning and emotionally charged, Recalculating makes the familiar strange—and in a startling
way, makes the strange familiar. Into these poems, brimming with sonic and rhythmic intensity,
philosophical wit, and multiple personae, life events intrude, breaking down any easy distinction between
artifice and the real. With works that range from elegy to comedy, conceptual to metrical, expressionist to
ambient, uproarious to procedural, aphoristic to lyric, Bernstein has created a journey through the dark
striated by bolts of imaginative invention and pure delight. 
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for us. The book Recalculating has been making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Recalculating is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Recalculating. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Larry Davis:

This Recalculating book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Recalculating without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Recalculating can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Recalculating having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Dora Dickey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Recalculating
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Recalculatingis the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Luther Keller:

The particular book Recalculating will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Recalculating is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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