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The Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara was a handsome prince when he entered China. As Guanyin, the bodhisattva
was venerated from the eleventh century onward in the shape of a beautiful woman who became a universal
savior. Throughout the last millennium, the female Guanyin has enjoyed wide and fervid veneration
throughout East Asia and has appeared as a major character in literature and legend. In one tale, Guanyin (as
the princess Miaoshan) returns from the dead after being executed by the king, her father, for refusing to
marry. The most popular version of this legend is The Precious Scroll of Incense Mountain (Xiangshan
baojuan), a long narrative in prose and verse and a work of considerable literary merit. It emphasizes the
conflict between father and daughter, in the course of which all conventional arguments against a religious
lifestyle are paraded and rebutted. A lengthy description of Guanyin’s visit to the underworld, which focuses
on the conflict between grace and justice, is also included.
Personal Salvation and Filial Piety offers a complete and fully annotated translation of The Precious Scroll,
based on a nineteenth-century edition. The translation is preceded by a substantial introduction that discusses
the origin of the text and the genre to which it belongs and highlights the similarities and differences between
the scroll and female saints’ lives from medieval Europe. There follows a translation of the much-shorter
Precious Scroll of Good-in-Talent and Dragon Daughter, which provides a humorous account of how
Guanyin acquired the three acolytes—Sudhana, Nagakanya, and a white parrot—who are often shown
surrounding her in popular prints.

As the first English-language translation of major "precious scrolls," Personal Salvation and Filial Piety will
appeal to a wide range of readers—from scholars of Chinese literature to students of Buddhism. Beyond the
field of East Asian studies, it will interest specialists in comparative religion and literature and feminist
theologians. Because of its lively and moving narratives, the text is suitable for courses on popular Buddhist
religiosity (particularly female religiosity) in Chinese society.
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From reader reviews:

Rina Reese:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Personal Salvation
and Filial Piety: Two Precious Scroll Narratives of Guanyin and Her Acolytes (Classics in East Asian
Buddhism) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Patricia Briggs:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Personal
Salvation and Filial Piety: Two Precious Scroll Narratives of Guanyin and Her Acolytes (Classics in East
Asian Buddhism) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Georgia Evans:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Personal Salvation and Filial Piety: Two
Precious Scroll Narratives of Guanyin and Her Acolytes (Classics in East Asian Buddhism), you are able to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Andre Barrett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Personal Salvation and Filial Piety: Two
Precious Scroll Narratives of Guanyin and Her Acolytes (Classics in East Asian Buddhism) book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still uncertainty Personal Salvation and Filial Piety: Two Precious Scroll Narratives
of Guanyin and Her Acolytes (Classics in East Asian Buddhism) as good book not simply by the cover but
also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you



have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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