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In 1988, director Martin Scorsese fulfilled his lifelong dream of making a film about Jesus Christ. Rather
than celebrating the film as a statement of faith, churches and religious leaders immediately went on the
attack, alleging blasphemy. At the height of the controversy, thousands of phone calls a day flooded the
Universal switchboard, and before the year was out, more than three million mailings protesting the film
fanned out across the country. For the first time in history, a studio took responsibility for protecting theaters
and scrambled to recruit a "field crisis team" to guide The Last Temptation of Christ through its contentious
American openings. Overseas, the film faced widespread censorship actions, with thirteen countries
eventually banning the film. The response in Europe turned violent when opposition groups sacked theaters
in France and Greece and caused injuries to dozens of moviegoers. Twenty years later, author Thomas R.
Lindlof offers a comprehensive account of how this provocative film came to be made and how Universal
Pictures and its parent company MCA became targets of the most intense, unremitting attacks ever mounted
against a media company. The film faced early and determined opposition from elements of the religious
Right when it was being developed at Paramount during the last year the studio was run by the celebrated
troika of Barry Diller, Michael Eisner, and Jeffrey Katzenberg. By the mid-1980s, Scorsese's film was
widely regarded as unmakeable?a political stick of dynamite that no one dared touch. Through the joint
efforts of two of the era's most influential executives, CAA president Michael Ovitz and Universal Pictures
chairman Thomas P. Pollock, this improbable project found its way into production. The making of The Last
Temptation of Christ caught evangelical Christians at a moment when they were suffering a crisis of
confidence in their leadership. The religious right seized on the film as a way to rehabilitate its image and to
mobilize ordinary citizens to attack liberalism in art and culture. The ensuing controversy over the film's
alleged blasphemy escalated into a full-scale war fought out very openly in the media. Universal/MCA faced
unprecedented calls for boycotts of its business interests, anti-Semitic rhetoric and death threats were
directed at MCA chairman Lew Wasserman and other MCA executives, and the industry faced the specter of
violence at theaters. Hollywood Under Siege draws upon interviews with many of the key figures?Martin
Scorsese, Paul Schrader, Michael Ovitz, Jeffrey Katzenberg, Jack Valenti, Thomas P. Pollock, and Willem
Dafoe?to explore the trajectory of the film from its conception to the subsequent epic controversy and
beyond. Lindlof offers a fascinating dissection of a critical episode in the embryonic culture wars,
illuminating the explosive effects of the clash between the interests of the media industry and the forces of
social conservatism.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Hollywood Under Siege: Martin Scorsese, the Religious Right, and the Culture
Wars.

Robert Watts:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Hollywood Under Siege:
Martin Scorsese, the Religious Right, and the Culture Wars, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Herbert Mikula:

The guide with title Hollywood Under Siege: Martin Scorsese, the Religious Right, and the Culture Wars
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Jessie Davis:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Hollywood Under Siege: Martin Scorsese, the Religious Right, and the Culture Wars can
make you experience more interested to read.
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