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Bloody Mary in the Mirror mixes Sigmund Freud with vampires and The Little Mermaid to see what new
light psychoanalysis can bring to folklore techniques and forms.

Ever since Freud published his analysis of Jewish jokes in 1905 and his disciple Otto Rank followed with his
groundbreaking The Myth of the Birth of the Hero in 1909, the psychoanalytic study of folklore has been an
acknowledged part of applied psychoanalysis.

However, psychoanalysts, handicapped by their limited knowledge of folklore techniques, have tended to
confine their efforts to the Bible, to classical mythology, and to the Grimm fairy tales. Most folklorists have
been slow to consider psychoanalysis as a method of interpreting folklore.

One notable exception is folklorist Alan Dundes. In the seven fascinating essays of Bloody Mary in the
Mirror, psychoanalytic theory illuminates such folklore genres as legend (in the vampire tale), folktale (in
the ancient Egyptian tale of two brothers), custom (in fraternity hazing and ritual fasting), and games (in the
modern Greek game of "Long Donkey"). One of two essays Dundes co-authored with his daughter Lauren
Dundes, professor of sociology at Western Maryland College, successfully probes the content of Disney's
The Little Mermaid, yielding new insights into this popular reworking of a Hans Christian Andersen favorite.

Among folk rituals investigated is the girl's game of "Bloody Mary." Elementary or middle school-age girls
huddle in a darkened bathroom awaiting the appearance in the mirror of a frightening apparition. The
plausible analysis of this well-known--if somewhat puzzling--American rite is one of many surprising and
enlightening finds in this book.

All of the essays in this remarkable volume create new takes on old traditions. Bloody Mary in the Mirror is
an expedition into psychoanalytic folklore techniques and constitutes a giant step towards realizing the
potential Freud's work promises for folklore studies.

Alan Dundes is professor of anthropology and folklore at the University of California, Berkeley. Among
many others, his books include Interpreting Folklore (1980) and From Game to War and Other
Psychoanalytic Essays on Folklore (1997). He edited Mother Wit from the Laughing Barrel: Readings in the
Interpretation of Afro-American Folklore (1991), which was published by University Press of Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Randolph:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Bloody Mary in the Mirror: Essays in
Psychoanalytic Folkloristics will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

John Dussault:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Bloody Mary in the Mirror: Essays in
Psychoanalytic Folkloristics book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lewis Shafer:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Bloody Mary
in the Mirror: Essays in Psychoanalytic Folkloristics will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Harold Thompson:

Beside that Bloody Mary in the Mirror: Essays in Psychoanalytic Folkloristics in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Bloody Mary in the Mirror: Essays in Psychoanalytic Folkloristics
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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