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From its earliest days of human habitation, the Texas coast was home to seemingly endless clouds of ducks,
geese, swans, and shorebirds.

By the 1880s Texas huntsmen, or market hunters, as they came to be called, began providing meat and
plumage for the restaurant tables and millinery salons of a rapidly growing nation. A network of suppliers,
packers, distribution centers, and shipping hubs efficiently handled their immense harvest.

At the peak of Texas market hunting in the late 1890s, Rockport merchants shipped an average of 600 ducks
a day in a five-month shooting season, and in the last year of legal market hunting, an estimated 60,000
ducks and geese were shipped from Corpus Christi alone.

Market men employed efficient methods to harvest nature’s bounty. They commonly hunted at night, often
using bait to concentrate large numbers of waterfowl. The effectiveness of the hunt was improved when
side-by-side double barrel shotguns and large-gauge swivel guns gave way to repeating firearms, with some
capable of discharging as many as eleven shells in a single volley.

Their methods were so efficient that, by the late 1800s, Texas sportsmen and others blamed the alarming
decline of coastal waterfowl populations on the market hunter’s occupation. In 1903, after a long fight and
many failures, the first migratory bird game law passed the Texas legislature. Though the fight would
continue, it was the beginning of the end of the year-round slaughter. Most market hunters quit, and those
who didn’t became outlaws.

In this book, R. K. Sawyer chronicles the days of market hunting along the Texas coast and the showdown
between the early game wardens and those who persisted in commercial waterfowl hunting. Containing an
abundance of rare historical photographs and oral history, Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl,
Game Laws, and Outlaws provides a comprehensive and colorful account of this bygone period.
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From reader reviews:

Hal Clemens:

This book untitled Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast
Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Robert Lofton:

This Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored
by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Texas Market Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Byron Hiebert:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Texas Market Hunting: Stories of
Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Brandon Giles:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Texas Market Hunting: Stories of
Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more



than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Texas Market
Hunting: Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, and Outlaws (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi).
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