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`Barrie Houlihan's astonishingly ambitious and skilfully assembled collection, Sport and Society, examines
the relations between sport, social policy and the social context that underlies the two. Organized around
such themes as exclusion, commercialism and international comparisons, the book allows the reader to
understand not only the centrality of sport to contemporary society, but the often perplexing policies that
contrive to encourage or deny participation, promote or deter public sector involvement and support or
undermine physical education. Importantly, Houlihan never prioritises the general over the particular, always
striving to find detail amid the bigger picture' - Ellis Cashmore, Professor of Culture, Media and Sport,
Staffordshire University and author of Sports Culture: An A-Z Guide

'The most comprehensive study of contemporary issues in sport by leading international scholars. Houlihan's
book is the answer to sports students' prayers, full of information, statistics, tables and figures, extensive
guides to further reading and, most important of all, challenging ideas. A weighty vademecum for the early
21st century. ' Jim Riordan Honorary Professor of Sports Studies, University of Stirling; Professor
Emeritus at University of Surrey; President of the European Sports History Association; FRSA

This is the book that students and lecturers in sports studies have been waiting for. It is the most
comprehensive student introduction to the field. The book is organized around four themes central to the
study of sport: perspectives, inclusion, commercialization and international context and comparison. Key
features include:

· A strong inter-disciplinary perspective.

· A clear focus on power and inequality and their relation to participation and success in sport

· A keen emphasis on the increasing importance of commercialization and regulation in sport.

· An exemplary introduction into the importance of comparative analysis for understanding problems clearly
and producing sound solutions.

This is an ideal teaching text, enabling lecturers to teach a conventional 12 or 13 week semester by selecting
issues from the 19 topic-based chapters. Accessible, engaging and full of up to date ideas and information the
book will be devoured by lecturers seeking an authoritative introduction to sport and society and relished by
students who want a relevant, enriching texts for the learning and research needs.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Jorgensen:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sport and Society: A Student Introduction is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Wayne Santiago:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Sport and Society: A Student Introduction
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Annette Dixon:

This book untitled Sport and Society: A Student Introduction to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Michael Mantz:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve Sport and Society: A Student Introduction was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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