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For decades the European Union tried changing its institutions, but achieved only unsatisfying political
compromises and modest, incremental treaty revisions. In late 2009, however, the EU was successfully
reformed through the Treaty of Lisbon. Reforming the European Union examines how political leaders
ratified this treaty against all odds and shows how this victory involved all stages of treaty reform
negotiations--from the initial proposal to referendums in several European countries.

The authors emphasize the strategic role of political leadership and domestic politics, and they use state-of-
the-art methodology, applying a comprehensive data set for actors' reform preferences. They look at how
political leaders reacted to apparent failures of the process by recreating or changing the rules of the game.
While domestic actors played a significant role in the process, their influence over the outcome was limited
as leaders ignored negative referendums and plowed ahead with intended reforms. The book's empirical
analyses shed light on critical episodes: strategic agenda setting during the European Convention, the choice
of ratification instrument, intergovernmental bargaining dynamics, and the reaction of the German Council
presidency to the negative referendums in France, the Netherlands, and Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Reforming the European Union: Realizing the Impossible? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Johnnie McCormick:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Reforming the European Union: Realizing the
Impossible book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ryan Dewitt:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Reforming the European Union:
Realizing the Impossible is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Crystal Babin:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
list in your reading list is Reforming the European Union: Realizing the Impossible. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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