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From one of the foremost poets in contemporary Japan comes this entrancing memoir that traces a boy’s
childhood and its intersection with the rise of the Japanese empire and World War II. Originally published in
1970, this translation is the first available in English.

In twelve chapters that visit and revisit critical points in his boyhood, Twelve Views from the Distance
presents a vanished time and place through the eyes of an accomplished poet. Recounting memories from his
youth, Mutsuo Takahashi captures the full range of his internal life as a boy, shifting between his experiences
and descriptions of childhood friendships, games, songs, and school. With great candor, he also discusses the
budding awareness of his sexual preference for men, providing a rich exploration of one man’s early queer
life in a place where modern, Western-influenced models of gay identity were still unknown.

Growing up poor in rural southwestern Japan, far from the urban life that many of his contemporaries have
written about, Takahashi experienced a reality rarely portrayed in literature. In addition to his personal
remembrances, the book paints a vivid portrait of rural Japan, full of oral tradition, superstition, and
remnants of customs that have quickly disappeared in postwar Japan. With profuse local color and detail, he
re-creates the lost world that was the setting for his beginnings as a gay man and poet.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Twelve Views from the Distance is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Andrew Spivey:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Twelve Views from the Distance.

Robert Collado:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Twelve Views from the Distance this e-book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Mary Chapa:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Twelve Views from the Distance when you required it?
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