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Nicholas Murray's The Rocky Road to the Great War examines the evolution of field fortification theory and
practice between 1877 and 1914. During this period field fortifications became increasingly important, and
their construction evolved from primarily above to below ground. The reasons for these changes are crucial
to explaining the landscape of World War I, yet they have remained largely unstudied.

The transformation in field fortifications reflected not only the ongoing technological advances but also the
changing priorities in the reasons for constructing them, such as preventing desertion, protecting troops,
multiplying forces, reinforcing tactical points, providing a secure base, and dominating an area. Field
fortification theory, however, did not evolve solely in response to improving firepower or technology.
Rather, a combination of those factors and societal ones-for example, the rise of large conscript armies and
the increasing participation of citizens rather than subjects-led directly to technical alterations in the actual
construction of the fieldworks. These technical developments arose from the second wave of the Industrial
Revolution in the late nineteenth century that provided new technologies that increased the firepower of
artillery, which in turn drove the transition from above- to belowground field fortification.

Based largely on primary sources including French, British, Austrian, and American military attache reports-
Murray's enlightening study is unique in defining, fully examining, and contextualizing the theories and
construction of field fortifications before World War I.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Here thing why that The Rocky Road to the Great War are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Rocky Road to the Great War giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with The Rocky Road to the Great War. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Rocky
Road to the Great War in e-book can be your option.

Gregory Howard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Rocky Road to the Great War, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Refugio Kennedy:

The Rocky Road to the Great War can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Rocky Road to the Great War
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

Sean Ward:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Rocky Road to the Great War. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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