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In 1841 a serf belonging to a Russian nobleman purchased his freedom and the freedom of his family for
3,500 roubles, being at the rate of 700 roubles a soul, with one daughter, Alexandra, thrown in for nothing.
The grandson of this serf was Anton Chekhov, the author; the son of the nobleman was Tchertkov, the
Tolstoyan and friend of Tolstoy. There is in this nothing striking to a Russian, but to the English student it is
sufficiently significant for several reasons. It illustrates how recent a growth was the educated middle-class
in pre-revolutionary Russia, and it shows, what is perhaps more significant, the homogeneity of the Russian
people, and their capacity for completely changing their whole way of life. Chekhov’s father started life as a
slave, but the son of this slave was even more sensitive to the Arts, more innately civilized and in love with
the things of the mind than the son of the slaveowner. Chekhov’s father, Pavel Yegorovitch, had a passion
for music and singing; while he was still a serf boy he learned to read music at sight and to play the violin. A
few years after his freedom had been purchased he settled at Taganrog, a town on the Sea of Azov, where he
afterwards opened a "Colonial Stores." This business did well until the construction of the railway to
Vladikavkaz, which greatly diminished the importance of Taganrog as a port and a trading centre. But Pavel
Yegorovitch was always inclined to neglect his business. He took an active part in all the affairs of the town,
devoted himself to church singing, conducted the choir, played on the violin, and painted ikons. In 1854 he
married Yevgenia Yakovlevna Morozov, the daughter of a cloth merchant of fairly good education who had
settled down at Taganrog after a life spent in travelling about Russia in the course of his business. There
were six children, five of whom were boys, Anton being the third son. The family was an ordinary
patriarchal household of the kind common at that time. The father was severe, and in exceptional cases even
went so far as to chastise his children, but they all lived on warm and affectionate terms. Everyone got up
early, the boys went to the high school, and when they returned learned their lessons. All of them had their
hobbies. The eldest, Alexandr, would construct an electric battery, Nikolay used to draw, Ivan to bind books,
while Anton was always writing stories. In the evening, when their father came home from the shop, there
was choral singing or a duet.
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From reader reviews:

Johnathan Fuller:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Letters of Anton Chekhov to His Family and Friends.

Bobbie Burke:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Letters of Anton Chekhov
to His Family and Friends. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

John Edwards:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Letters of Anton Chekhov to His Family and Friends book is readable by
means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Letters of Anton Chekhov to His Family and Friends content conveys objective easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Letters of Anton Chekhov to His Family and Friends is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Keith Kuhlman:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Letters of Anton
Chekhov to His Family and Friends.
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