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Foundations play an essential part in the philanthropic activity that defines so much of American life. No
other nation provides its foundations with so much autonomy and freedom of action as does the United
States. Liberated both from the daily discipline of the market and from direct control by government,
American foundations understandably attract great attention. As David Hammack and Helmut Anheier note
in this volume, "Americans have criticized foundations for... their alleged conservatism, liberalism, elitism,
radicalism, devotion to religious tradition, hostility to religion—in short, for commitments to causes whose
significance can be measured, in part, by the controversies they provoke. Americans have also criticized
foundations for ineffectiveness and even foolishness."

Their size alone conveys some sense of the significance of American foundations, whose assets amounted to
over $530 billion in 2008 despite a dramatic decline of almost 22 percent in the previous year. And in 2008
foundation grants totaled over $45 billion. But what roles have foundations actually played over time, and
what distinctive roles do they fill today? How have they shaped American society, how much difference do
they make? What roles are foundations likely to play in the future?

This comprehensive volume, the product of a three-year project supported by the Aspen Institute's program
on the Nonprofit Sector and Philanthropy, provides the most thorough effort ever to assess the impact and
significance of the nation's large foundations. In it, leading researchers explore how foundations have
shaped—or failed to shape—each of the key fields of foundation work.

American Foundations takes the reader on a wide-ranging tour, evaluating foundation efforts in education,
scientific and medical research, health care, social welfare, international relations, arts and culture, religion,
and social change.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Nebeker:

The experience that you get from American Foundations: Roles and Contributions will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but American Foundations: Roles and Contributions giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular American Foundations: Roles and
Contributions instantly.

Brian Register:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Foundations: Roles and Contributions
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kenneth Armstrong:

This American Foundations: Roles and Contributions is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this American
Foundations: Roles and Contributions can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for
your better life along with knowledge.

Carolyn Lew:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is American Foundations: Roles and Contributions. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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