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This engaging history covers modern computing from the development of the first electronic digital
computer through the dot-com crash. The author concentrates on five key moments of transition: the
transformation of the computer in the late 1940s from a specialized scientific instrument to a commercial
product; the emergence of small systems in the late 1960s; the beginning of personal computing in the 1970s;
the spread of networking after 1985; and, in a chapter written for this edition, the period 1995-2001. The new
material focuses on the Microsoft antitrust suit, the rise and fall of the dot-coms, and the advent of open
source software, particularly Linux. Within the chronological narrative, the book traces several overlapping
threads: the evolution of the computer's internal design; the effect of economic trends and the Cold War; the
long-term role of IBM as a player and as a target for upstart entrepreneurs; the growth of software from a
hidden element to a major character in the story of computing; and the recurring issue of the place of
information and computing in a democratic society. The focus is on the United States (though Europe and
Japan enter the story at crucial points), on computing per se rather than on applications such as artificial
intelligence, and on systems that were sold commercially and installed in quantities.
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From reader reviews:

John Silverstein:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible A History of
Modern Computing (History of Computing)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Valerie Garrison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The A History of Modern
Computing (History of Computing) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Rudy Lapan:

Beside this A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing) in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from
currently!

Thomas Paine:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing) when you
required it?
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