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Peter Balakian is a renowned poet, scholar, and memoirist; but his work as an essayist often prefigures and
illuminates all three. "I think of vise and shadow as two dimensions of the lyric (literary and visual)
imagination," he writes in the preface to this collection, which brings together essayistic writings produced
over the course of twenty-five years. Vise, "as in grabbing and holding with pressure," but also in the sense
of the vise-grip of the imagination, which can yield both clarity and knowledge. Consider the vise-grip of
some of the poems of our best lyric poets, how language might be put under pressure "as carbon might be put
under pressure to create a diamond." And shadow, the second half of the title: both as noun, "the shaded or
darker portion of the picture or view or perspective," "partial illumination and partial darkness"; and as verb,
to shadow, "to trail secretly as an inseparable companion" or a "force that follows something with fidelity; to
cast a dark light on something—a person, an event, an object, a form in nature."

Vise and Shadow draws into conversation such disparate figures as W. B. Yeats, Hart Crane, Joan Didion,
Primo Levi, Robert Rauschenberg, Bob Dylan, Elia Kazan, and Arshile Gorky, revealing how the lyric
imagination of these artists grips experience, "shadows history," and "casts its own type of illumination,"
creating one of the deepest kinds of human knowledge and sober truth. In these elegantly written essays,
Balakian offers a fresh way to think about the power of poetry, art, and the lyrical imagination as well as
history, trauma, and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination,
Poetry, Art, and Culture. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a new book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and
Culture. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Ian Coghlan:

The feeling that you get from Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Vise and Shadow: Essays on the
Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this specific Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture
instantly.

Mark Johnson:

The reason? Because this Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and
Culture can make you feel more interested to read.
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