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In The Viral Network, Theresa MacPhail examines our collective fascination with and fear of viruses through
the lens of the 2009 H1N1 pandemic. In April 2009, a novel strain of H1N1 influenza virus resulting from a
combination of bird, swine, and human flu viruses emerged in Veracruz, Mexico. The Director-General of
the World Health Organization (WHO) announced an official end to the pandemic in August 2010. Experts
agree that the global death toll reached 284,500. The public health response to the pandemic was
complicated by the simultaneous economic crisis and by the public scrutiny of official response in an
atmosphere of widespread connectivity. MacPhail follows the H1N1 influenza virus's trajectory through time
and space in order to construct a three-dimensional picture of what happens when global public health comes
down with a case of the flu.

The Viral Network affords a rare look inside the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, as well as Hong Kong’s
virology labs and Centre for Health Protection, during a pandemic. MacPhail looks at the day-to-day
practices of virologists and epidemiologists to ask questions about the production of scientific knowledge,
the construction of expertise, disease narratives, and the different "cultures" of public health in the United
States, Europe, Hong Kong, and China. The chapters of the book move from the micro to the macro, from
Hong Kong to Atlanta, from the lab to the WHO, from the pandemic past in 1918 to the future. The various
historical, scientific, and cultural narratives about flu recounted in this book show how biological genes and
cultural memes become interwoven in the stories we tell during a pandemic. Ultimately, MacPhail argues
that the institution of global public health is as viral as the viruses it tracks, studies, and helps to contain or
eradicate. The “global” is itself viral in nature.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Viral
Network: A Pathography of the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of
Knowledge) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
The Viral Network: A Pathography of the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies
of Knowledge)is a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Aaron Powers:

The reason? Because this The Viral Network: A Pathography of the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise:
Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Martin Williams:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Viral Network: A
Pathography of the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Clarice Stephens:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Viral Network: A Pathography of
the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) to make your current
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Viral



Network: A Pathography of the H1N1 Influenza Pandemic (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of
Knowledge) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of their time.
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