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One critic in the 1950s acidly declared them the “Bleat Generation.” Yet the Beats have survived their worst
publicity. No matter that J. Edgar Hoover cited them and communists as the two greatest threats to American
society, Allen Ginsberg’s Howl is now considered by many to be the most influential poem by an American
in the twentieth century and Jack Kerouac’s bestselling and groundbreaking novel On the Road stands boldly
in the front ranks of America’s literary heritage. This handsome new volume in a successful series of
generously illustrated and documented literary reference works offers a fresh perspective both on the literary
legacy of the Beat Generation—Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, William S. Burroughs, Neal Cassady,
Gregory Corso, John Clellon Holmes, and Gary Snyder—and on their once-notorious bohemian lifestyle that
embraced nonconformity, interracial relationships, relaxed sexual mores, espresso, drugs, and jazz. An ample
selection of photographs, manuscript reproductions and book jackets, extracts from personal correspondence
as well as reviews and interviews, all serve to illuminate the substance of the Beats’ rebellion against the
tyranny of social convention and of literary orthodoxy. For the restless journey of the Beats—from
Greenwich Village to San Francisco to Mexico to Europe and North Africa—also proved to be a continuous
quest, one that ended not simply in the experience itself but in landmark novels like William Burroughs’s
Naked Lunch and poems like Gregory Corso’s “BOMB.”
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From reader reviews:

Joni Thompson:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Beats: A Literary Reference will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Sara Love:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Beats: A Literary Reference is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Hannah Norton:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Beats: A Literary
Reference is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Willie Alford:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Beats: A Literary Reference was filled in relation
to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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