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The idea of a common American culture has been in retreat for a generation or more. Arguments
emphasizing difference have discredited the grand synthetic studies that marginalized groups and
perspectives at odds with the master narrative. Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American
Culture is a fresh attempt to revitalize an interpretive overview. It seeks to recuperate a central tradition
while simultaneously recognizing how much that tradition has occluded. The book focuses on the American
zeal for knowing or making accessible. This compulsion has a long history stretching back to Puritan anti-
monasticism; to the organization of the landscape into clearly delineated gridwork sections; and to the
creation of a national government predicted on popular vigilance. It can be observed in the unmatched
American receptivity to the motion pictures and to psychoanalysis: the first a technology of visual surfaces,
the second a technique for plumbing interior depths. Popular literature, especially the Western and the
detective story, has reinscribed the cult of legibility. Each genre features a plot that drives through
impediments to transparent resolution. Elite literature has adopted a more contradictory stance. The
landmarks of the American canon typically embark on journeys of discovery while simultaneously
renouncing the possibility of full disclosure (as in Ahabs doomed pursuit of the inscrutable white whale).
The notorious modernism of American literature, its precocious attraction to obscurity and multiple meaning,
evolved as an effort to block the intrusions of a hegemonic cultural dynamic. The American passion for
knowability has been prolific of casualties. Acts of making visible have always entailed the erasure and
invisibility of racial minorities. American society has also routinely trespassed on customary areas of
reserve. A nation intolerant of the hidden paradoxically pioneered the legal concept of privacy, but it did so
in reaction to its own invasive excesses.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Surface and Depth: The Quest for
Legibility in American Culture will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Ruth Graham:

This Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Jasmine Myers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in
American Culture can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Surface and
Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture.

Julia Barr:

You may get this Surface and Depth: The Quest for Legibility in American Culture by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose



correct ways for you.
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